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The authors state that "to assess the relationship between passive 
smoking and asthma, we investigated (1) whether passive smoking 
was more prevalent among asthmatic than control children and (2)' 
whether exposure to tobacco smoke was higher in acute asthma than 
in nonacute asthma." Questionnaires and urinary cotinine/creatinine 
ratios (CCR) were used to assess ETS exposure in 72 acute asthmatic 
children, 35 non acute asthmatic children and 121 control children. 
The authors report that acute and non acute asthmatic children did 
not differ in the prevalence of passive smoking at home. However, 
the authors report an odds ratio of 2.0 for maternal smoking and the 
presence of asthma. The authors conclude that "smoking by the 
maternal caregiver is associated with clinically significant asthma 
in children." However, the authors "could not show that it is a 
trigger of acute asthma attacks." 
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